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criminal by the mauer, in which 


moſt of its advocates are ſeen to pur- 
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4 «jt is below reaſonable creatures to 
<zy ebe always converſant in ſuch di- 
verſions as are merely innocent, 
« and have. nothin g elſe to recommend them, 


« but that there is no hurt in them; whe- 


has, even, th 


te ther any kind of Gaming thus 


. * Myc. to fay for itſelf. 1 ſhall not deter- 


© mine, but I think it is very wonderful to 


66 My perſons of the beſt: rat's A mage, ; QWay. 


«© many hours together, in ſhuffling and di- 


viding a pack of Cards, with no other con- 
2 verſation, but what is made up of a few 
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gam ee and ud ober Aae : 


3 of Black o or- «rod 9 3 together, in 
e different figures. Would not a man laugh 
to hear one of this ſpecies . on 
, that life is ſhort,” ©. 8 
I would now ask multitudes of be preſens 
age. Who are as doatingly fond of this prac- 


tice, and more ſo than our progenitors :— 


Do we not both old and young unite, to give 
ſanction to this conſumer of our time, which 


| is one of our moſt valuable talents? and not 5 


ſupport 


8 us = e our - time to be divided 


into two equal parts, I mean the twenty- ſour 
Hours, which compoſe the day and night, 
one part of which, or twelve hours, I will 
reckon to be chiefly taken up in the neceſ- 
 fary refreſhments of animal 3 in ſleep- 


ing, eating and drinking, and 1 may add, 


what is alſo neceſſarily required, in order to 
our making a decent appearance, in regard 


to our apparel: there will then remain about 


twelve hours more for the duties of religion 
and of our ſecular callings. Out of which, 
the ſtanch advocates for Cards, muſt have 
three or four hours every evening for. gratify- 
Ing their paſſion for play; and therefore th 
Hay be gd to conſume a fourth part 
| Precious 
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precious be 1 that t time which ; is allotted r 
the active buſineſs. and. duties of life. Ac · 

cordingly, a man who ſpendeth forty years, 
in ſuch a courſe, may be faid to confume 
— ten years of the laid term, in a trifling, 
if not in a pernicious diverſion. Now can 
this be faid to comport well with the ſerip: 


ture command, requiring us 1 alk circum- 


Hetty, to redeem our time? * No, this muſt 


be accounted ſquandering time away, our 
time, in uſeleſs engagements, which, I a am 


perſuaded, will, in the ' review, rather yield 
pain, than pleaſure, to every thinking, wal. 


| duſ poſed mind. ; (FTE p 
5 But methinks 1 62 Ca: lay, What! is 
chis man about, will he deprive us of Jawful 
recreations? Surely this innocent diverſion is 


much preferable to ſcandalizing my neigh- 
bour, to criticifing on his conduct, andrip- 
ping up his foibles? I reply that it is ſo, and 


of two evils, this is allowed to be the leaſt ; 


but is the one of theſe the alternative of the | 


other, may not both be avoided ?. May not 
our ſocial meetings, be fo managed, as to be- 
come inſtructing and improving. as well as 

entertaining? What is converſation among 
friends, but interchanging ſentiments. and 


: communicating knowledge, for mutual enter- 


tainment and benefit? The man who has 


ttle or no buſineſs to follow, ought to em- 
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ful bodily MN and in reading uſeful au- 
thors, to improve his own mind, and lay = 


a ſtock of profitable knowledge, out of which 


treaſure; he may always be ready to produce 
ſomewhat wiſe and-entertaining, by which he 


may edify his neighbours, who habe not ſuch 
en for neee as he himſelf 


given us by our wiſe and good Creator prin- 


 cipally for working out our own falvation, 


and making a good proviſion for eternity; 


and rendering ourſelves uſeful, as we-'paſs 
through this fleeting life, to our fellow crea- 
tures, by doing good, as we have c opportu- 
nity and ability, both to their ſouls and 
bodies. And the greater proportion of time, 
any man has upon his hands, free from the 
ineumbrance of neceſſary buſineſs; the greater 
is juſtly expected from him, this way. For, 
- becauſe he has more leiſure hours tlian the 
man of, buſineſs, may he abſurdly conclude, 
- that hemay, for this reaſon, laviſh them away, 
-in unprofitable, and, I may add, detrimen- 


tal 'amuſements ! For ſuch I may venture to 


ſay this game at Cards often proves; it being, 
b I believe, ſeldom if ever ſo engaged in, as 
that it may be pronounced innocent, 
though the ſum that is risk'd be but ſmall, 
ſuch as a man may very well afford to loſe, 
without injuring his fortune or family; becauſe 


ſuch i is the N of ee aatneer that 
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and revenge, which I have frequently ob- 
ſerved, even in men; iti other reſpects eſt m- 


ed wiſe and good: but when they happen to 
loſe two, or three games ſucceſſtwely, can 


hardly be commonly civil and ſociable aſter- 


Wards, but. 1 4 8 e petalant and 11 


willed. 


- modiſhr-1 phraſe is) their precious tine. 
And is it not a reproach to a e 
purſue a4 = Mn | 


* 
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The cribie error men are apt to fa; into is, 
that: they make not only a -bufineſs! of their 


pleaſure, but even a toil and fatigue,” of that 
which ought to be deſigned, W for a re- 
laxatien and relief, to unbend the mind from 
the ſeverity of ſtudy Or buſinefs. andſotupntheir | 
food, as itwere, into poiſon. Inſtead of managing 


their recreations in ſuch a manner, as to ren- 


der themſelves more fit to employ their time 
_ -to greater advantage aſter warde; it ſhould be 
their conſtant cate ta engage in them, at ſuch 

5 1 times, oni \ 


then. Ns 


_ aid 
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ſir up and kindle the —— uf 8 envy 5 


a n as every other, ma bi | 
allowed to be evil, ſo far as it is enſnaring, 
in its own. nature, and common experience 
ſheweth, that Card- playing has ſomething 
entangling and beweg: it, greatly'c cap- 
tivating the affections of ſuch as daily” give 
themſelves to this way of killing (08) the 
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faid to interfere with any part of their duty 


which they owe either to God, their _ 


| bour, or ae | 


This and every other Wee muſt 
donbtleſs be evil, whenever it unfits the 
2 for ſpiritual exerciſes: and therefore 

every one who has any regard to the advance 
ment of zeligion, in his own ſoul, muſt con- 


demn himſelf, as guilty of fin, in the ſight of 
God, when he 4 1 in any ſuch diver- 


fions at all, or to ſuch a degree, as ſhall diſ- 
qualify him for converſe with his Maker. 
And now let me ask any ſober conſiderate 


Chriſtian, whether (after he has been engaged 


for ſome hours, together, at this ſport of 
ſhuffling and dividing Cards, and the ſucceſs 


of the game ſhould go conſiderably. againſt 
him) he does not return home chagrined and 


-uncaſy, and perhaps withing over and over, 
in his own mind, he had played this and the 
other Card, rather than what he did; or even 
that he had not played at all, but ſtayed away, 


and employed himſelf in forms more rational 


and uſeful purſuit: and can a mind thus agi- 
tated and ruffled with uneaſy thoughts at 
having been ſo employed, be in a proper 
frame and diſpoſition for addreſſing itſelf to 


God, and offering, to him, that evening ſa- 


critics of prayer and praiſe, which I would 
charitably hope, no one, who calleth him- 


elf a Chriſtian, will pretend to plead may be 
* — any conſideration. For, if 


we 


ore -en en e eee ee eee e ee De = 33 — — 


tet 


we expect our ab pe Een e our great * : 
nefactor, ought we not to ask it daily, at his 


binds, and to return him our conſtant praiſes 


when we have received it? and always to 


live and ack, as dependant creatures, and not 


think our time, any mote than our other bleſ- 


ſings, entirely at our own diſpaſal, to be laviſhed 


away, juſt as we pleaſe, but to be improved 


ſome way or other to his glory, who gave us 


our Being at firſt, and holdeth our ſoul in 


life. I prefume therefore that we never 


or diverſions, any further than as they make 


part, in a ſcheme. of rational — 


eandudt; always remembering that our 
: tics were not given us, but for important 


and tliat it concerns us to uſe well the 


preſent hour, ſince we know that a Iuture 1 is 
not at all, at our command. 

Let it be ſuppoſed that a perſon 1205 * 
fore hand the balance of play 


upon an average, would be not, in ſuch a 
eaſe, decline engaging in it And does not 
this- plainly ſhew that one great matihe to 


purſue this diverſion: is-· a love of. gain ? the 


_ indulging of which corrupt: pen ral 


tehds to promote avarice. .-.. 4 3 


Alatei ingenious authcr tells ws that f: Card; 
4 were invented by a French 1 to 


* amuſe one of the Henab kings, who: was. 
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* W CR ne * Ivel ws his 


ought to indulge our ſelves, in amuſements 


would! go. | 
againſt him, to the loſs. of three or faur games 
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: ſentime nts concernin 8 eee, which 


are as follows: 

5 According to the preſent 8 taſto | 
for Cards, they. cannot but diſſipate the 
te thoughts and enervate the mind: in almoſt 
<< every one, who is cloſely attached to them, 


* they mult. be a great means of feeding 


cc thoſe paſſions which corrode the heart, and 


00 by warping the affections from their pro- 


« per biaſs, oppoſe the eſtabliſhment of. vir- 
te tue in the mind. We often ſee this, 


66 though few will confeſs it. Is it: poſſible 


&«& for thoſe who. give . a conſtant application 


_ © to this: entertainment, eſpecially if they 

play high, to ſupport a tranquility of mind? 
And in proportion as the mind is diſturb 

c ed it is diſqualified for the eſſential duties 


© of life. This is beſt underſtood by thoſe 


c 


who ſpend their time, in this polite idle- 


5 68 neſs“. 2 * ! 


To this we may 88 chis abſurd aide 


- tidienidous: notions, moſt of our Card- players 


abound with, ſuch heathen non-entitiesrand; 
fictions, as are called Luck and Fortune 


which brings to mind another ridiculous cuſ- 


8 


tom, amongſt them — the taking the win- 
ning ſeats, as they are fooliſhly: called, at 
eyery new Game. One is here tempted to 
think they believe there is ſome reality in 
ſuch appearances, or theit better ſenſe and 


judgment would not be thus» milg uided by 


fuch en, to the utter — 4 of his 
over- ruling 


PF. 


3 — whoſe eyes run too and 
Fro, throughout the Barth, behalding the evil 
and the OG ang and who diſpoſeth all events, 
How lite ſoever this may be credited by 
profeſſed Gaſneſterꝭ, or. others, every wiſe and 
good man, will doubtleſs aflent to a truth, for 
' which we have the ee of our divine 
| Lare and Judge 

And now. Chribiau Reader, give me leave 
to aſk. you, whether this Game be not really 
detrimentaly. in its tendency, infatuating in 
its influence, and whether its lawfulneſs may 

not juſtly. be called in queſtion, and if it be 
not aſe and wiſeſt to refrain from it entire 

wt ſince. we are commanded in the New 
Teſtament 4  ab/tain from all appearance of 
evil + and to maintain & conſcience wid of of- 
ence towards Gad and man? r 
An action, tho' lawful, in itſelf, may be- 
L come fa Reg e eee . mac 
auen it; as the e's words imp y, When 
all things are lawful for me, i. e. 
it be granted that. thoſe things of 
a which 1 bave been {peaking are lawful, 85 | 
are not all ex ient— 72 is he abo con- 
Aemnetß nat Bere in that thing which be al- 

Joweth, be. that doubteth is domed, if be eat |. 
i. e. is condemned in the fight of God, as a 
finner, if he doth i to pleaſe an. unbridled 
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a thouſand excuſes, ſuch as cu 
| intereſt, dread of ſin: ngularity ; - and. perhaps 


1.28 J. 


7 roach.” AW . 18 nl in that action, 
which he performeth not of faith, for what-- 


ſoever is not of faith is ſin, 1. e. where he 
has not a perſuaſion in his own mind, that 


God allows and approveth of the action: for 


the divine authority ought to be ſo ſacred 
_ with every man, as to engage Him, not 
only to avoid, what, is plainly contrary to it, 


but what he even ſuf ects to be ſo: and both 


the purity and wandt of our minds depend 
on thereverence we fa y to God and Cong de 
ol 


the reſtraints of our holy religion : the. rules of 
which, will ever be fond perfectly confiſt- 


ent with our true intereſt 0 hap 10 7850 Let 


us then deal faithfully with, and reverence 
the gentleſt whiſpers + conſcience; and not 
run This utmoſt lengths, even in What may be 


! Fog” lawful, RO we run oh what is 


_ 1 0 
Mankind Frey lobe 7 
their wandring, in ' caſes clear at 9 95 
om, fa a 


many, are, byaſſed, 8 177 the above-mentioned 
Pretences And motives to engage, in he prac- 


tice, of Card-playing, which is now become 
ſo general and notorious, in all rahks and 
conditions of men and women. Let the 
young, eſpec ally, be admoniſhed to beware 
of falſe guides, ine of following à multitude 


to do e Let the dictates of conſcience be 


— I the elamors of 


e «$3 -h 10D] 1 edhoſe 


\ 35 g 
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thoſe, who fear not God; leſt we grieve * 


holy ſpi tit and provoke him to, depart from 


us, 15 we be Expoſed te to che er of every 

cep r - 
It is a happy thing for a man to be quite 

caſy, and ſatisfied, in what he does; and free 


not only from the reproaches, but the. faſpi- 
cions of his conſcience :' this is the way to 
make life eaſy. and comfortable, and death | 
hot only ſafe, but deftrable 


Such is the great variety in the natural 
temper of men, that a thing may prove a 


temptation to one, which is not ſo to ano- 


ther.—If then, upon examination, I find the 


diverſion of Cards, hath drawn me into fin, 


or engaged my affections, beyond the rules 
of prudence, reaſon and religion, or any ways 
enſnared me; it is to me forbidden fruit: 


And do I not daily pray, that God would not 

lead me into Temptation, but deliver me from 
Evil-—and dare I then dliberately run V 
ſelf into it? 

As too quick ſncceſion of pleaſure 575 

r one) ſenſualiſes the heart and unites N 8s #4 
a8 ſtrongly to the world; it makes you over- 
cc fond of life, and afrüd of death ; it ſo ſoftens 

_- the mind, that it ſinks under adverſity. 


« Pleaſure and Infidelity reciprocally ge- 
10 nerate each other; he that would reduce 
© one, muſt ſtrike at both, one ſeizes the 


1 . and the other the. mind : and that 


0 ee 2 l 
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te alove of p leaſure is the root of « every EN 
te and that pleaſure, under the gra of being. | 
14 « harmleſs, has an opiate in it, that ſtupi- 
118 t fyes.and- beſots us; in pleaſures ſoft lap, 
1 et conſcience falls aſleep. Happineſs is our 
| © ſtudy, but we * 5 know not, or ſeem 
cc not to know, that all real emoyment | 

„ lies within the compaſs of God's com- 
 & mands, which abridge not, but few © 
1311 « fend it. When we ip too deep, into 
if © pleaſure, we ſtir up a ſediment, that ren» 
ders it impure and noxious; No joys are 
& always ſweet and flouriſh long, but fuch 
aa as have ſelf approbation, for their root, ad 
God's favour for their ſhelter : too much 

& recreation tires, as well as too much buſi- 9 

il < neſs: yet one we ſwallow, and are choak- ; 
5 ce ed, by the other. The true man of plea- 3 
« ſure is he who gives the animal, ra- 
e tinual and immortal their reſpective dues, F 
and admits of all ſecular enjoyments, that 
<* are conſiſtent with his Supreme.” Anda 
author, ſpeaking of Time, ſays, © The 
be ſupreme Lord marks the progreſs of our life, 
* in his Kalender above; and does not this 
6e tell us, it Was given for uſe, not for waſte; 
* that no portion of it is delivered but under 
ce a ſtrict account, and that all is entered in 
e the divine regiſter, as it paſſes ; therefore 
* the ſtewards of fuch a talent are to. Expect 
i © ime 8 
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1 Part with i, i wed money urns hy 
No moment. but, in purchaſe of its worth, 
And what ite worth ? ask de a 
they can tell. gow Aer 
4 Part with K as with ne reluskatt, i al ct 
« Big with holy hopeofnoblertimetoconie/.- 
The man is yet aaa, E eiphe- 
- 2; af ene | ns 
E Tor o a day. The 
* Had been a Conque 
4 So ſhould all ſpeak, fo | | 4 
« From the loft whiſpers of that God in ran 
& Why fly to fally? Why to frenzy ffy 7; 
&« For reſcue, from the bleſſing we polſets. 
„Tru the Supreme: Trax i is Eternity; 


| E Pregnant with all, etcrnity can give; 


2 Who murden Tune, he etufhes in "the 


ætheri⸗ day wit de W. 
© Ab! how u njuſt to natur, and Hing, / 
ee Is thoaghtleſs, thanklefs; inconſiſtent man! © 
© We . — nature for a ſpan too ſhort, © 
** That ſpan too ſhort, we tax, a8 tedious too 
te Torture invention, all expedients tire, 
To lath the lingering moments into ff | 
And whirl us e e from 


ourfelves. ne 


Ik our Time be 1 1 0 ir highly 
becomes us all to confer, whether our work 
be 


þ ». 


„ 


be advanced, as far as our time, of which 
perhaps the beſt, as well as the. greateſt part is 
already gone? Our acceptance with God, and 
our eternal condition . inevitably. depend on 
our preſent time. Our trifling with it, then, 
muſt be conſummate folly. Men are ſcarce 


ſo laviſh with any of their talents, as with 


their time, it is on wo thought an high 


attainment to know how to kill it. 
The days and years we have, already, . 
lived, are irrecoverably gone and have given 
in their teſtimony for, or againſt us, accord- 
ing as they were ſpent: the remainder leſſens 
. e a and our account 1s increaſing: 
what need then is there to contrive how to 
conſume that, whioh, flies. ſwifter than r | 
thing beſides? _ 
Though we can. ſcarce. call any. thin g our 
on, but Time, yet every body cheats out 


of it, that will. Therefore let the following 


. be ever preſent to our minds, 
ae inducement to a wiſe and pro- 

ſition of our lives; that he who is 

2 15 eiſure, many times, to live, muſt when 
his hour is come, be at leiſure to die, whether 
1 is fit, or unfit, and whether he will or not. 
I hope ere this, I have ſaid enough to in- 
fluence every candid, ſerious and well- diſ- 
poſed Chriſtian, to a more honourable, advan- 
tageous employment of his- vacant hours, 
than idling them away, at the Card- table, in. 
dees and ſ e a ;pareel of Pie toys, 


0 


tfore fit to amuſe children, than men of ſenſe, 
and that this ſhort Addreſs may at leaſt abate 
that unbecoming zeal and reſolution; with 
which numbers purſue this childiſh: diverſion, 
Preſuming this, I would finiſh the Differ- 
tation, with a particular addreſs to three orders 


Parents, and Maſters of Families. 


© Firſt to Goſpel Miniſters. Ineed not inform 
ou my friends, that God's all- wiſe providence, 


as ſet you up, as Lights in the world! tg be 
eminent for goodneſs, both in precept and 
example. Let not your practice, then, deny; 
what your doctrine defends.;—Let not an 

who hear you, have it in their power to ſay, 
My Miniſter ſets me this example; 'and comes 


as currently to the Card-table, as any of His 


hearers. Our holy religion is blaſphemed, 
when' thoſe, Who undertake to preach it to 
others, are ſtrangers to its purity and rebels 
to its authority: — By your conduct, then; 
let it 1 e that you not only preach the 
Goſpel, but live according to it. And if you 
do ſo, you will 2bfain from every appearance 
_ of evil. That Miniſter of eius Chelt is bet 
regarded and moſt to be eſteemed, whoſe 
life is a bright exemplification of the Holy 


2 9 


After your faithful endeavours to pleaſe 


* 


e all men, for their good; if you ftrangly 


vices of 
be the 


1 * 


* oppoſe the faſhionable errors and 


1 
* 4 


of men, namely —Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


 «, the. tires, . you may pechaps pleaſe but 


3 few, but if your conſciences, be 


of this pumber, Jou are ſafe and happy. 
ws who is not. a. good man, cannot be a 


E . It becometh Miniſters to 
2 ben ce 


race: and unlefst cir lives are as irreproach- 
Ile as their doRtine, 9 1 15 b 


4 eee Pot their clai ndelible cl 
pos reonld _— 0 dees Nitt if to ae or 
tg con of Jour of mie lacy = to t that you {et 


n e hing that. is vic- 
alle -w orthy : „ [2 aig. them 
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tice. poking beigrs. the 
agk a pe; them e in, 


— 2 deal GO 790 this 25 trifling + 


Vverſian 5 Car YR 6. * 


pour precious Pall d. earneſtiy in- 
treat you to 850 f . it, as eygr you would 
avoid ſetting In II example before your chil- | 


dren, and introducing. them, into a practice, 


which, OW. rees | by me. a cole 
firmed 8 1 ge M 920 755 0 


= know, may ſo 9 17 KA 


tions, as that their loy E to 36: 5h A | Ne po | 
to 


bi HY till at lepgth, the nab 
9 it, may hereby be involved in re- 


God h . e you with the edncs- 


medileſs | 


— 


medileſꝰ altre 11 1 nat ec utter ruin \of | 
eſtate, ſoul and body: Fur who ean tell ho 
great a fire a little matter may kindle ? And 
What dire reflectzons muſt fuch a conſequence 
1 occafion 10 4 parent, he he comes to con- 
3 der, that by (initiating his Child, when 
young and tender, in the Art of Gaming, he 
Vas ſowing the ſeeds of perdition in his Hul: 
FS Thei-pious Mr. Harvey” obſerves, that the 
N principles we linbibe and che habits wo 
F * contract, in our early years, are not matters 
of ſmall moment, but of the utmeſt'conſe- 
A | © -queyoel:! they nt only give a"tranfient'or — 
1 <fup tincture to our firſt appearance 
t in ft, hut moſt eenifobly y ſtamp the form 
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= | cc, of dur whole future conduct, aſid eben of 
rh 5 1003007 475 > 
eoet Parents then de always fa 
= 255 leſt lr of allow, their chfdren 
= por foe g the conſequences; WH 
- bly prove ſo pernieibus 56 their 


K* 8 as tlie freque titty ts 

F Cuard- table may prove.” e hie Bag ouv7 - 

8 1 — apply my ſelf to eke of. 

; Families. iht n fe SHES IK Ali 
One great ſource" of Religion, "gi of the 
contrary, is the regular; or irtegular matiage- 
ment of Ew us 0a deen and expe- 
rience ſhew us. Maſters,” ſet t ty vts a 
rid run general,—ani e either promotes” its 


e yu m 
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ing as it is good, E MN a 8 
fore W conclude, your: — will have 
their drinking ſeaſons at the ale-houſe as you = 
have. your, Gaming ones, at the Aflembly, 


dhe Rout, or the Tavern. And how can you 


reaſonably expect, It; ſhould be otherwiſe, 
when you fo deliberateiy and almoſt daily ſet 


them ſuch an example? And when they 


know your ſtated hours for the Card-tahle 


as well: as they know thoſs allotted for your 
meals may not your ſervants come 


home drunken and debauched at night. when 


you give them ſo fair and frequent oꝑportu- 


nities for it ? And how can yu With any 
blame them for a conduct which 
vou give them ſuch gecaſion for, under the 
very roof of the houſe in which: their: w 
Mlaſters are ſquanderidg away their procidus 


propriety bl 


and invaluable time? Permit me tlie feſbre 
to intreat and beſeech you to let your . 
fo. ſhine before men, and eſpecially thoſe of 
your own houſe, as that they by ſeeing your 
wiſe and prudent behaviour, may glorify 
your Father who, is; in heaven. Rid bat 1 


may not treſpaſs on my reader's patience. 
any further, I will add only a few ſerious and 


ſtriking. lines. from that excellent Writer Dr. 
Lung (to whom I am g much indelited als 
ah Wesen old: e 


What is innocence; in-youth; may be 


ce: vice, in years. Men in years and the 
= Clergy, d the natural ſupports of virtue 
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and religion. Shoot not we $6: co ns „ 
world before the world leaves us? There 2 
is a noble abſence from earth, While we 


are yet on it; and there is a nobler _ 
intimacy with heaven while we are = 922 
beneath it; Death forgot in years, is 
folly, in age---madneſs : Age is the poſt TN 
of wiſdom, if ever men are wiſe. Eterni 
has ſo often paſſed our lips, that it has for= 
got the way to our hearts, and if it did 
ever enter there, it would extinguiſh 
every earth- born paſſion, in jt, as the ſun the 

ſmalleſt ſpark of fire, When they w uo 
have reaſon to be wile, are fartheſt from 


it, it ſinks the dignity of our common 


nature, and brings, beyond all other enor- 
mities, 2 reproach, on mankind. No- 
thing can be in . that is out of 
character. 
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